
    

 WISCONSIN  DEPARTMENT  OF   

REGULATION & LICENSING 

 

 

 

 

Wisconsin Department of Regulation & Licensing 

Access to the Public Records of the Reports of Decisions  

This Reports of Decisions document was retrieved from the Wisconsin Department of 
Regulation & Licensing website. These records are open to public view under Wisconsin’s 
Open Records law, sections 19.31-19.39 Wisconsin Statutes.  

Please read this agreement prior to viewing the Decision:  

 The Reports of Decisions is designed to contain copies of all orders issued by credentialing 
authorities within the Department of Regulation and Licensing from November, 1998 to the 
present. In addition, many but not all orders for the time period between 1977 and November, 
1998 are posted. Not all orders issued by a credentialing authority constitute a formal 
disciplinary action.  

 Reports of Decisions contains information as it exists at a specific point in time in the 
Department of Regulation and Licensing data base. Because this data base changes 
constantly, the Department is not responsible for subsequent entries that update, correct or 
delete data. The Department is not responsible for notifying prior requesters of updates, 
modifications, corrections or deletions. All users have the responsibility to determine whether 
information obtained from this site is still accurate, current and complete.  

 There may be discrepancies between the online copies and the original document. Original 
documents should be consulted as the definitive representation of the order's content. Copies 
of original orders may be obtained by mailing requests to the Department of Regulation and 
Licensing, PO Box 8935, Madison, WI 53708-8935. The Department charges copying fees. 
All requests must cite the case number, the date of the order, and respondent's name as it 
appears on the order.  

 Reported decisions may have an appeal pending, and discipline may be stayed during the 
appeal. Information about the current status of a credential issued by the Department of 
Regulation and Licensing is shown on the Department's Web Site under “License Lookup.” 
The status of an appeal may be found on court access websites at: 
http://ccap.courts.state.wi.us/InternetCourtAccess and http://www.courts.state.wi.us/wscca .  

 Records not open to public inspection by statute are not contained on this website.  

By viewing this document, you have read the above and agree to the use of the Reports of 
Decisions subject to the above terms, and that you understand the limitations of this on-line 
database.  

Correcting information on the DRL website: An individual who believes that information on the 
website is inaccurate may contact the webmaster at web@drl.state.wi.gov 

 

http://wcca.wicourts.gov/index.xsl
http://www.courts.state.wi.us/wscca
mailto:web@drl.state.wi.gov?subject=Reports%20of%20Decisions


STATE OF WISCONSIN 
BEFORE THE BOARD OF NURSING 
---___--____-___------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

lN THE MATTER OF THE DISCIPLINARY 
PROCEEDINGS AGAINST 

,FIN&L DECISION AND ORDER 
RUTH M. COPSEY, R.N., 97 NUR 007 

RESPONDENT. 
L/ST z1owqYtiaL -_____-_____--__----____________________------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

The parties to this action for the purposes of Wis. Stats. sec. 227.53 are: 

Ruth M. Copsey 
109 S. West Street 
P.O. Box 118 
Mt. Hope, WI 53816 

Wisconsin Board of Nursing 
P.O. Box 8935 
Madison, WI 53708-8935 

Department of Regulation and Licensing 
Division of Enforcement 
P.O. Box 8935 
Madison, WI 53708-8935 

The parties in this matter agree to the terms and conditions of the attached Stipulation as 
the final decision of this matter, subject to the approval of the Board. The Board has reviewed 
this Stipulation and considers it acceptable. 

Accordingly, the Board m this matter adopts the attached Stipulation and makes the 
following: 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

1. Ruth M. Copsey (D.O.B. 10/24/55) is duly licensed in the state of Wisconsin as a 
registered nurse (license # 117524). This license was first granted on August 17, 1994. 

2. Respondent’s latest address on file with the Department of Regulation and 
Licensing is 109 S. West Street, Mount Hope, WI 53816. 

3. At all times relative to this action Respondent was employed as a registered nurse 
at the Boscobel Area Health Care Center. 



4 On 9/02/95 Respondent recetved a verbal physician’s order to administer 
Lorazepam 1 mg. PO. Respondent wrote the order as Lorazepam 1 ml, IV and administered the 
dosage which was equal to 4 mg of the drug. Respondent then re-wrote the order without 
authonzatton. 

5. On 1 i/08/96 Respondent signed out a 10 mg dose of injectable morphine in another 
nurse’s name for patient WW, on a controlled substance administration record that was for 
Demerol only. 

6. On 8/22/96,9/09/96, 9116196, 10/07/96, lo/18196 and 11/07/96 propoxyphene was 
reported missing horn locked medication cabinets during shifts and in areas of the medical 
facility in which Respondent was working. Respondent, among others, was responsible for the 
security and documentation of the controlled substances. Respondent denies divertmg any of the 
drugs and has no explanation for their disappearance. Respondent has voluntarily participated in 
an AODA evaluation which resulted in a finding of no symptoms of chemical abuse or 
dependence. 

S OF J.AW 

By the conduct described above, Ruth M. Copsey is subject to disciplinary action against 
her license to practice as a registered muse in the state of Wisconsin, pursuant to Wis. Stats. sec. 
441.07(1)(b), (c) and (d), and Wis. Adm. Code sec. N 7.03(l) (b) and(e), and N 7.04(2), (5) and 
(15). 

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that : 

1. Ruth M. Copsey is REPRIMANDED. 

3. The nghts of a party aggrieved by this Decision to petition the Board for rehearing 
and to petition for judicial review are set forth on the attached “Notice of Appeal Information”. 

4. This Order shall become effective upon the date of its signing. 

WISCONSIN BOARD OF NURSING 

G 3bl$r 
A Member of& Board Date 

jh 
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STATE OF WISCONSIN 
BEFORE THE BOARD OF NURSING 

IN THE MATTER OF 
DISCIPLINARY PROCEEDINGS AGAINST i 

RUTH M. COPSEY, R.N., 
RESPONDENT. 

STIPULATION 
97 NUR 007 

It is hereby stipulated between the above Respondent and the undersigned prosecuting 
attorney for the Division of Enforcement of the Department of Regulation and Licensing, as 
follows: 

1. This Stipulation is entered into as a result of a pending mvestigation of licensure of 
Respondent by the Division of Enforcement. Respondent consents to the resolution of this 
investigation by agreement and without the issuance of a formal complaint. 

2. Respondent understands that by signing this Stipulation, respondent waives the following 
rights with respect to disciplinary proceedings: the right to a statement of the allegations against 
respondent; a right to a hearmg at which time the State has the burden of proving those 
allegations; the right to contiont and cross-examine the witnesses against respondent; the right to 
call witnesses on respondent’s behalf and to compel attendance of witnesses by subpoena; the right 
to testify personally; the right to file objections to any proposed decision and to present briefs or 
oral arguments to the officials who are to render the final decision; the right to petition for 
rehearing; and all other applicable rights afforded to respondent under the United States 
Constitution, the Wisconsin Constitution, the Wisconsin Statutes, and the Wisconsin 
Admmistrative Code. 

3. Respondent is aware of respondent’s right to seek legal representation and has been 
provided the opportunity to seek legal advice before signing this Stipulation. 

4. Respondent agrees to the adoption of the attached Final Decision and Order by the Board. 
The parties consent to the entry of the attached Final Decision and Order without further notice, 
pleading, appearance or consent of the parties. Respondent waives all rights to any appeal of the 
Board’s order, if adopted in the form as attached. 

5. If the terms of this Stipulation are not acceptable to the Board, the parties shall not be 
bound by the contents of this Stipulation or the proposed Final Decision and Order, and the matter 
shall be returned to the Division of Enforcement for further proceedings. In the event that this 
Stipulation is not accepted by the Board, the parties agree not to contend that the Board has been 
prejudiced or biased in any manner by the consideration of this attempted resolution. 

6. The parties agree that an attorney for the Division of Enforcement may appear before the 
Board, in open or closed sesston, without the presence of Respondent or Respondent’s attorney, 
for the purposes of speaking m support of this agreement and answering questions that the 
members of the Board and its staff may have in connection with their deliberations on the case. 

7. The Board Advisor in this matter may participate freely in any deliberations of the Board 
regarding acceptance of this Stipulation and the proposed Final Order, and may relate to the Board 
any knowledge and view of the case acquired during the investigation. -_ 



8. This stipulatron is subject to approval by the Divisron of Enforcement’s attomey- 
supervisor. If approved by the supervisor, the Division of Enforcement joins Respondent in 
recommending that the Board adopt this Stipulation and issue the attached Final Decision and 
Order. 

9. Attached to this Sttpulation IS Respondent’s licensure card. Upon issuance of an Order 
Respondent’s license shall be reissued pursuant to the terms of the Order. Should the Board reject 
the Stipulation, Respondent’s licensure card will be returned. 

10. Also attached to this Stipulation are copies of Respondent’s current health records for 
consideration by the Board. 

11. Respondent ts informed that should the Board adopt this stipulatton, the Board’s final 
decision and order is a public record and will be published m the monthly Report of Deczsions 
issued by the department. A summary of the order will be pubhshed in the Wisconszn Regzduto~ 
Digest issued semiannually by the Board. This is standard department procedure and in no way 
spectally dtrected at Respondent. 

Respondent u Date 



STATE OF WISCONSIN 
DEPARTMENT OF REGULATION AND LICENSING 

BEFORE THE BOARD OF NURSING 

In the Matter of the Disciphnary Proceedings Against 

Ruth M. Copsey, R.N., 

Resaondent. 

AFFIDAVIT OF MAILING 

STATE OF WISCONSIN ) 

COUNTY OF DANE 

I, Kate Rotenberg, having been duly sworn on oath, state the following to be true and 
correct based on my personal knowledge: 

1. I am employed by the Wisconsin Department of Regulation and Licensing. 

2. On July 13, 1998, I served the Final Decision and Order dated July 9, 1998, 
LS9807096NUR, upon the Respondent Ruth M. Copsey, R.N. by enclosing a true and accurate 
copy of the above-described document in an envelope properly stamped and addressed to the 
above-named Respondent and placing the envelope in the State of Wisconsin mail system to be 
mailed by the United States Post Office by certified mail. The certified mail receipt number on 
the envelope is 2 233 8 19 547. 

3. The address used for mailing the Decision is the address that appears in the 
records of the Department as the Respondent’s last-known address and is: 

Ruth M. Copsey, R.N. 
109 S. West Street 
P.O. Box 118 
Mt. Hope WI 53816 

Subscribed and sworn to before me 

thjrs (3% day o&b , 1998. 

Department ofRegulation and Licensing 
Office of Legal Counsel 

My commission is permanent. 



NOTICE OF RIGHTS OF APPEAL 
TO: RUTH M COPSEY RN 

You have bee” tssu d a inai Decision and Order. For purposes of setwce the date oi madlng of this Final 
Decision and Order IS 7913b8 Your nghts to request a reheanng and/orJudtclal rewew are summarized 
below and set fonh fully I” the staflltes reprmted on the reverse side. 

A. REHEARMG. 

Any person aggneved by this order may file a wnrte” pewion for rehearmg wthi” 20 days after service of 
rhts order. as prowded I” sect~o” 227.49 of the Wisconstn Statutes. The 20 day penod comme”ce~ on the day of 
personal servwe or the date of madtng of this deasmn. The date of marling of this Final Decismn IS shown above. 

A petttion for reheartng should name as .respondent and be tiled wth the party ldentrtied below. 

A petttton for rehearing shall spectfy in deted the grounds for relief sought and supponing autltotitles. 
Rehearmg wll be granted only on the basts of some matenal error of law, matermi error of fact, or new ewdence 
sufftciently strong to reverse or modify the Order whtch could not have been prewously discovered by due diligence. 
The agency may order a rehearmg or enter a” order dlsposlng of the pention without a hearing. If the agency does not 
enter a” order dlsposmg of the pention wthin 30 days of the tiling of the pemion, the petttion shall be deemed to have 
been dented at the end of the 30 day penod. 

A petttton for rehearmg IS not a prerequtsite for judtciai review. 

B. JUDICIAL REVIEW. 

Any person aggrieved by this decision may petitton for judicial review as specified in sectton 227.53, 
Wisconstn Statues (copy on reverse side). The petwon for Judicial revtew must be filed in cucuit court where the 
petitioner resides, except if the petkoner IS a non-resident of the state, the proceedings shall be in the crcuit court for 
Dane County. The petttion should name as the respondent the Depertmenf Board. Examtning Board. or Affiliied 
Credenttaling Board which issued the Final Decism” and Order. A copy of the petition for Judicial review most also 
be served upon the respondent at the address listed below. 

A petitmn for judicial rewew must be served personally or by certified mail on the respondent and tiled with 
the court withm 30 days after serwce of the Final Deckon and Order If there IS no petition for rehearmg, or wtthii 30 
days after serwce of the order fmally disposmg of a petwon for rehearing, or wthtn 30 days after the foal disposition 
by operation of law of any peutto” for rehearing. Courts have held that the rrght to Judicial rewew of adntinlstrattve 
agency decisions 1s dependent upon strict compliance wth the requlremenu of sec. 227.53 (1) (a), Stats. This SfaNte 
requues. among other thmgs, that a petttion for rewew be served upon the agency and be filed wth the clerk of the 
crctt~t ccwt within the applicable thirty day period. 

The 30 day period for serving and tiling a petition for Judicial rewew commences on the day after personal 
service or mading of the Fiird Decision and Order by the agency, or, if a petttion for rehearing has been timely tiled, 
the day after personal serwce of mailing of a foal decision or dispowion by the agency of the petttion for rehearing, 
or the day after the foal disptwtion by operation of the law of a petition for reheermg. The date of maiiiig of this 
Final Dects~on and Order IS shown above. 

‘llte petition shall state the nature of the pentioner’s interest, the fects showmg that the petitioner IS a person 
aggrieved by the dectsion, and the groounds spectfied in sectton 227.57, Wisconsin Statutes, upon which the petitioner 
contends that the decision should be reversed or modified. The petition shall be entitled in the name of the person 
serving it as Petittoner and the Respondent es described below. 

SERVE PETITION FOR REHEARING OR JUDICIAL REVIEW ON: 

STATE 
1400 East Washington Avenue 

P.O. Box 8935 
Madison WI 53708-8935 


